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July 13, 1999

By Mr. WEINER (for himself, Mr.
HYDE, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. SHAYS, Ms.
RIVERS, Mrs. MORELLA, Mr. STARK,
Mr. KING, Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. UDALL of
Colorado, Mr. SERRANO, Mrs. MCCAR-
THY of New York, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
KUCINICH, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. LARSON,
Mr. HALL of Ohio, Ms. LEE, and Mr.
CAPUANO):

H.R. 2499. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to prohibit the operation of cer-
tain aircraft not complying with stage 4
noise levels; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

By Ms. WOOLSEY:

H.R. 2500. A bill to establish demonstration
projects to provide family income to respond
to significant transitions, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

By Mr. COOK:

H. Con. Res. 151. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that Fed-
eral funding for elementary and secondary
teacher training be used first for activities
to advance science, mathematics, and engi-
neering education for elementary and sec-
ondary teachers; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

By Mr. MASCARA (for himself, Mr.
WAMP, and Mr. ACKERMAN):

H. Con. Res. 152. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that urgent
action is needed to limit the hardship en-
dured by senior citizens when meeting their
prescription drug needs; to the Committee
on Commerce.

By Mr. GARY MILLER of California:

H. Con. Res. 153. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that Fed-
eral funding for elementary and secondary
teacher training be used first for science
scholarships for elementary and secondary
teachers; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce, and in addition to the
Committee on Science, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. KUYKENDALL (for himself,
Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut, Mrs.
KELLY, Mrs. FOWLER, Mr. FOLEY, Ms.
DUNN, Mr. SHIMKUS, Mr. SHAYS, Ms.
JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Mr. BACHUS,
Mr. GALLEGLY, Mr. BARR of Georgia,
Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. TALENT, Mr. GREEN
of Wisconsin, Mr. SAXTON, Ms. PRYCE
of Ohio, Mr. Cook, Mr. BLILEY, Mr.
RAMSTAD, Mr. TANCREDO, Mr. BURTON
of Indiana, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. STEARNS,
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr.
CHABOT, Ms. ESHOO, and Ms. NORTON):

H. Res. 244. Resolution expressing the sense
of the House of Representatives with regard
to the United States Women’s Soccer Team
and its winning performance in the 1999
Women’s World Cup tournament.

———

PRIVATE BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 3 of rule XII, private
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. LEE:

H.R. 2501. A Dbill for the relief of Geert

Botzen; to the Committee on the Judiciary.
By Mr. OWENS:

H.R. 2502. A bill for the relief of Lawrence
Williams; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 3 of rule XII, petitions
and papers were laid on the clerk’s
desk and referred as follows:

33. The SPEAKER presented a petition of
the Puerto Rico Bar Association Board of Di-
rectors, relative to Resolution No. 34 peti-
tioning the President of the United States to
cease the target practices of the United
States of North America at the island of
Vieques and adjacent water bodies; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

34. Also, a petition of the Legislature of
Rockland County, relative to Resolution No.
208 petitioning Congress to enact legislation
prohibiting the physical destruction of the
American Flag by Constitutional Amend-
ment; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

———

AMENDMENTS

Under clause 8 of rule XVIII, pro-
posed amendments were submitted as
follows:

H.R. 1691
OFFERED BY MR. CONYERS
(Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute)

AMENDMENT No. 1: Strike all after the en-
acting clause and insert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Religious
Liberty Protection Act of 1999,

SEC. 2. PROTECTION OF RELIGIOUS EXERCISE.

(a) GENERAL RULE.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), a government shall not sub-
stantially burden a person’s religious exer-
cise—

(1) in a program or activity, operated by a
government, that receives Federal financial
assistance; or

(2) in any case in which the substantial
burden on the person’s religious exercise af-
fects, or in which a removal of that substan-
tial burden would affect, commerce with for-
eign nations, among the several States, or
with Indian tribes;

even if the burden results from a rule of gen-
eral applicability.

(b) EXCEPTION.—A government may sub-
stantially burden a person’s religious exer-
cise if the government demonstrates that ap-
plication of the burden to the person—

(1) is in furtherance of a compelling gov-
ernmental interest; and

(2) is the least restrictive means of fur-
thering that compelling governmental inter-
est.

(¢) REMEDIES OF THE UNITED STATES.—
Nothing in this section shall be construed to
authorize the United States to deny or with-
hold Federal financial assistance as a rem-
edy for a violation of this Act. However,
nothing in this subsection shall be construed
to deny, impair, or otherwise affect any
right or authority of the Attorney General
or the United States or any agency, officer,
or employee thereof under other law, includ-
ing section 4(d) of this Act, to institute or
intervene in any action or proceeding.

SEC. 3. ENFORCEMENT OF CONSTITUTIONAL
RIGHTS.

(a) PROCEDURE.—If a claimant produces
prima facie evidence to support a claim al-
leging a violation of the Free Exercise
Clause or a violation of a provision of this
Act enforcing that clause, the government
shall bear the burden of persuasion on any
element of the claim; however, the claimant
shall bear the burden of persuasion on
whether the challenged government practice,
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law, or regulation burdens or substantially
burdens the claimant’s exercise of religion.

(b) LAND USE REGULATION.—

(1) LIMITATION ON LAND USE REGULATION.—

(A) Where, in applying or implementing
any land use regulation or exemption, or sys-
tem of land use regulations or exemptions, a
government has the authority to make indi-
vidualized assessments of the proposed uses
to which real property would be put, the gov-
ernment may not impose a substantial bur-
den on a person’s religious exercise, unless
the government demonstrates that applica-
tion of the burden to the person is in further-
ance of a compelling governmental interest
and is the least restrictive means of fur-
thering that compelling governmental inter-
est.

(B) No government shall impose or imple-
ment a land use regulation in a manner that
does not treat religious assemblies or insti-
tutions on equal terms with nonreligious as-
semblies or institutions.

(C) No government shall impose or imple-
ment a land use regulation that discrimi-
nates against any assembly or institution on
the basis of religion or religious denomina-
tion.

(D) No government with zoning authority
shall unreasonably exclude from the jurisdic-
tion over which it has authority, or unrea-
sonably limit within that jurisdiction, as-
semblies or institutions principally devoted
to religious exercise.

(2) FULL FAITH AND CREDIT.—Adjudication
of a claim of a violation of the Free Exercise
Clause or this subsection in a non-Federal
forum shall be entitled to full faith and cred-
it in a Federal court only if the claimant had
a full and fair adjudication of that claim in
the non-Federal forum.

(3) NONPREEMPTION.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall preempt State law that is
equally or more protective of religious exer-
cise.

SEC. 4. JUDICIAL RELIEF.

(a) CAUSE OF ACTION.—A person may assert
a violation of this Act as a claim or defense
in a judicial proceeding and obtain appro-
priate relief against a government. Standing
to assert a claim or defense under this sec-
tion shall be governed by the general rules of
standing under article III of the Constitu-
tion.

(b) ATTORNEYS’ FEES.—Section 722(b) of the
Revised Statutes (42 U.S.C. 1988(b)) is amend-
ed—

(1) by inserting ‘‘the Religious Liberty
Protection Act of 1998,” after ‘‘Religious
Freedom Restoration Act of 1993,”; and

(2) by striking the comma that follows a
comma.

(c) PRISONERS.—Any litigation under this
Act in which the claimant is a prisoner shall
be subject to the Prison Litigation Reform
Act of 1995 (including provisions of law
amended by that Act).

(d) AUTHORITY OF UNITED STATES TO EN-
FORCE THIS AcT.—The United States may sue
for injunctive or declaratory relief to enforce
compliance with this Act.

(e) PERSONS WHO MAY RAISE A CLAIM OR
DEFENSE.—A person who may raise a claim
or defense under subsection (a) is—

(1) an owner of a dwelling described in sec-
tion 803(b) of the Fair Housing Act (42 U.S.C.
3603(b)), with respect to a prohibition relat-
ing to discrimination in housing;

(2) with respect to a prohibition against
discrimination in employment—

(A) a religious corporation, association,
educational institution (as described in 42
U.S.C. 2000e-2(e)), or society, with respect to
the employment of individuals who perform
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